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Tobacco Control Strategies 

• Promote abstinence 

• Reduce initiation 

• Protect population from secondhand smoke 

• Reduce toxicity of tobacco products 
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Differences in cigarettes 

Reduced benzo (a) pyrene yields over time 

- Time series examination of Pall Mall 
TSNA yields likely increased over time 

- Flues absent from bulk curing bams 
Large differences in toxic yields in cross 
sections of cigarettes, even same brand in 
different markets 

- Performance standards could lower toxic yields 
in all to levels already achieved by some 


Accountability 


There has been none. 

Opportunity lost; the FTC test 

- FTC not a public health agency 

- Continued reliance on a test that has been 
suspect for 2 decades 


Commercial Influences 

AMA Educational Research Fund 

Council for Tobacco Research 

Support for ETS research 

Whitecoat consultants 

PM’s extramural contract research program 
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Lessons Learned 

Need to consider whole population, not 
merely those who hypothetically won’t or 
can’t stop 

Promoted innovations have benefited 
commerce but have vvorsened public health 
There are striking differences in cigarette 
yields over time and cross-sectionally 
- Performance standards for conventional 
products are needed 

Need for accountability 
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Questions, III 

* Even absent claims, should any innovations 
in toxic, addictive products be permitted / 
that do not advance public health goals? 

» How can harm reduction be explored and, if 
appropriate, applied, without undermining 
the three conventional approaches of 
abstinence, reduced initiation and 
secondhand smoke control? 
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